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unintended pregnancy can contnbute greatly to organizations, are targeted toward zz prionty 
improved infant health. areas, such as family planning, nutrition, and 

Finally, efforts must continue to encourage maternal and infant health. In addition to these 
adolescents to adopt good health habits and national goals, 42 states and territories have 

practices that they will carry with them into established their own statewide objectives. 



POPULATION 

CHARACTERISTICS 

Socio-demographic characteristics provide a 
comprehensive picture of the country’s diverse 
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The systematic assessment of the health 
status of children enables health professionals 
to determine the impact of past and current 
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VERY LOW BIRTIH WEIGIHIT PERCENTAGE OF INFANTS BORN AT VERY LOW BIRTH WEIGHT BY RACE: 1980-1997 

In 1997, rates of very low birth weight Source (II.l)-. National Center for Health Statistics 
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(with the exception of Wyoming) along with 
North Carolina and West Virginia, also had the 
highest rates of infant mortality. 
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Elk Grove Village, Illinois: AAR 
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